Sunday Worship

Scots Church Adelaide
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Sunday 27th of September 2026


Scots Church Adelaide is a welcoming, 
inclusive, and worshipping community of God, 
committed to justice, learning and care, 
anticipating a world transformed by the love of God.

Scots Church Adelaide acknowledges that we gather on Kaurna Country, and we pay respect to Elders past, present and emerging. We recognise and respect their culture, beliefs and relationship with the land.


						Welcome

An asterisk * indicates that we stand as we are able. 
We are invited to speak the words in bold italics.
Helpful instructions and explanations are in italics.
If you require the hearing loop, please sit in the middle of the centre pews.

Meditation

During September, we celebrate the Season of Creation. From the Feast of Creation (6 September) to the Feast of St Francis of Assisi (4 October). Each Sunday between these two feasts, congregations around the world are invited to attend more closely to creation through our prayers and our reading of scripture.

Seasons of Creation is a worship resource which enables us as a people of faith to celebrate creation and to remind ourselves of the importance of creation in our lives. This year's series of liturgies focus on water; the element we use to clean, refresh, rejuvenate our lives. It is also the element many people fear; flooding, landslides and Tsunamis to name but a few. 

Seasons of Creation also reminds us of the seasons of our own lives - the times when our lives feel like the dead-looking trees of Winter that flourish into colour with Spring, the rejuvenated feeling of Spring and Autumn as we emerge from heat or cold. Despite the fact that we are in Spring, you may feel you are in a different season. What season are you feeling? 
Photo: By Jill Lienert, Cairns Australia: Wooroonooran Falls: Josephine Creek
Prelude 

The music of the prelude invites us to quieten our busy minds and prepare to worship.
*Processing of the Bible

We stand and together bring the Bible to the centre of our worship service, 
expecting to learn and be inspired.

Lighting the Candle 
The candle’s flame represents the presence of God with us now and always. 

Then God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light.
Light shining in the darkness

The light of creation
The light of the world 

(from the Book of Genesis: 10th–5th century BCE 
and the Gospel of John: late 1st century CE)
Call to Worship

We remind ourselves that we are here to worship God together.

The world lives and breathes in God.
We are alive in the mind and heart of God.
The Earth, our home, is a gift to us from God.
We are a sign to each other of God’s love.
We are a sign to each other of God’s faithfulness.
Let us worship!
(Uniting Church in Australia: 21st century CE)

*A Hymn of Praise TIS152 Joyful, joyful, we adore you

1 Joyful, joyful, we adore you,
God of glory, God of love;
hearts unfold like flowers before you,
opening to the sun above.
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness,
drive the dark of doubt away;
giver of immortal gladness,
fill us with the light of day.
2 All your works with joy surround you,
earth and heav’n reflect your rays,
stars and angels sing around you,
centre of unbroken praise.
Field and forest, vale and mountain,
flowery meadow, flashing sea,
singing bird and flowing fountain,
call to praise you joyfully.
3 You are giving and forgiving,
ever blessing, ever blest,
well-spring of the joy of living,
ocean-depth of happy rest.
You our parent, Christ our brother,
all are yours who live in love;
teach us how to love each other,
lift us to your joy above.
							Henry van Dyke, alt.



Psalm 100

The Hebrew Psalms are an ancient collection of poems long used in Christian worship.

Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth.
Worship the Lord with gladness;

come into God’s presence with singing.
Know that the Lord is God.

It is God who made us,
we are God’s people, and the sheep of God’s pasture.

Enter God’s gates with thanksgiving,
and God’s courts with praise.

Give thanks to God, bless God’s name.
For the Lord is good;

God’s steadfast love endures forever,
and God’s faithfulness to all generations.
(Psalm 100: 10th–5th century BCE)
Prayer   

This prayer acknowledges that God is with us and helps us experience God’s presence.

God of creation,
you spoke the first day into life.
Light filled the world, and the Earth lived.

We bring our thanks on this new day 
for the earth, our home, 
for every green and growing thing, 
for every pebble and mountain, 
every ocean and river,
for every creature under the heavens.

May we live in the joy of the light of that first day 
and of this day.
Amen


(Uniting Church in Australia: 21st century CE)

Prayer of Confession

We are made in the image of God, but so often do not fully live this truth. We do much to damage ourselves and each other. In confession, we acknowledge these hard truths and open ourselves to God’s forgiveness, which comes to us abundantly.


Before God, we confess:

God of all love and care,
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed: 
we have not loved you with our whole heart, 
we have not loved our neighbour as ourselves,
we have not cherished the earth. 
We turn to you, seeking forgiveness. 
Remind us that we are children of your love.
Amen.

(Uniting Church in Australia: 21st century CE)

Assurance of Pardon and Renewal

This saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance,
That Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners. 
We are forgiven and made whole.
Thanks be to God.

(1 Timothy 1:15: 1st century CE)
*A Hymn of Thanks TIS595 O Jesus, I have promised to serve you to the end
1. O Jesus, I have promised
to serve you to the end;
Lord, be for ever near me,
my master and my friend:
I shall not fear the battle
if you are by my side,
nor wander from the pathway
if you will be my guide.
2. Still let me feel you near me:
the world is ever near;
I see the sights that dazzle,
and tempting sounds I hear;
my foes are ever near me,
around me and within;
but, Jesus, draw me nearer,
and shield my soul from sin.
3. O let me hear you speaking
in accents clear and still,
above the storms of passion,
the murmurs of self-will;
Lord, speak to reassure me,
to chasten or control;
O speak, and make me listen,
true guardian of my soul.
4. Lord, let me see your footmarks
and in them plant my own;
that I may follow boldly
and in your strength alone;
O guide me, call me, draw me,
uphold me to the end;
and then in heaven receive me,
my Saviour and my friend.

WE LISTEN FOR WHAT GOD IS SAYING TO US TODAY

In this part of our worship service, we pray that God might help us understand what we hear, 
we listen to parts of the Bible, and a message exploring what those words might mean for us today.

Prayer for Illumination

May these ancient texts be a lamp to our feet 
and a light to our path.

(Psalm 119: 10th–5th Century BCE)

An Introduction to the Bible readings

The Psalm for the day  

The Psalms express the full range of human emotions before God: joy, sorrow, praise, anger, trust, and repentance. We read the text on the screen in call and response.

Psalm 78:1–4, 12–16
God’s Goodness and Israel’s Ingratitude
A Maskil of Asaph.

Give ear, O my people, to my teaching; incline your ears to the words of my mouth.
I will open my mouth in a parable; I will utter dark sayings from of old,

things that we have heard and known, that our ancestors have told us.
We will not hide them from their children; we will tell to the coming generation the glorious deeds of the LORD, and his might, and the wonders that he has done.

In the sight of their ancestors, he worked marvels in the land of Egypt, in the fields of Zoan.
He divided the sea and let them pass through it, and made the waters stand like a heap.

In the daytime he led them with a cloud, and all night long with a fiery light.

He split rocks open in the wilderness, and gave them drink abundantly as from the deep. He made streams come out of the rock, and caused waters to flow down like rivers

The Good News for Today
Exodus 17:1-7

17 From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by stages, as the LORD commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink. 2 The people quarrelled with Moses and said, “Give us water to drink.” Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the LORD?” 3 But the people thirsted there for water, and the people complained against Moses and said, “Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and livestock with thirst?” 4 So Moses cried out to the LORD, “What shall I do for this people? They are almost ready to stone me.” 5 The LORD said to Moses, “Go on ahead of the people and take some of the elders of Israel with you; take in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile and go. 6 I will be standing there in front of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out of it, so that the people may drink.” Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. 7 He called the place Massah[a] and Meribah,[b] because the Israelites quarrelled and tested the LORD, saying, “Is the LORD among us or not?”


Matthew 21:23-32
23 When he entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him as he was teaching and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?” 24 Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do these things. 25 Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why, then, did you not believe him?’ 26 But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we are afraid of the crowd, for all regard John as a prophet.” 27 So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things.
The Parable of the Two Sons
28 “What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.’ 29 He answered, ‘I will not,’ but later he changed his mind and went. 30 The father[a] went to the second and said the same, and he answered, ‘I go, sir,’ but he did not go. 31 Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. 32 For John came to you in the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him, and even after you saw it you did not change your minds and believe him 

In sacred words of old,
we have heard the Spirit speak anew.

Sermon

Reflection: Jeffrey Hong – The Lord’s Prayer

A moment, aided by music, to reflect on what we have heard and said in our worship together.
WE RESPOND IN FAITH

In this part of our worship service, we commit ourselves to live out the message of love that we have heard.

*A Hymn of Dedication TIS580 Lead us, heavenly father, lead us
1 Lead us, heavenly Father, lead us
o'er the world's tempestuous sea;
guard us, guide us, keep us, feed us,
for we have no help but thee;
yet possessing every blessing,
if our God our Father be.
2 Saviour, breathe forgiveness o'er us;
all our weakness thou dost know;
thou didst tread this earth before us,
thou didst feel its keenest woe;
lone and dreary, faint and weary,
through the desert thou didst go.
3 Spirit of our God, descending,
fill our hearts with heavenly joy,
love with every passion blending,
pleasure that can never cloy:
thus provided, pardoned, guided,
nothing can our peace destroy.


Prayers of the People 

We pray for our world, and we pray the prayer that Jesus taught to his disciples. 

Let us pray:

Remember, O Lord,
All the people of the earth. 
Made in your image, children of earth, children of God.

Remember, O Lord,
the widow, the orphan, the poor, the sick, the weary, the stranger, the traveller; all who are under persecution, captivity, or in exile.
Be yourself their helper, protector, and defender.

Remember, O Lord,
every soul in affliction and distress, needing your mercy and help.

Remember, O Lord,
all leaders and civil authorities. Grant them peaceful governance, that in their tranquillity we may lead quiet and godly lives.

Remember, O Lord,
your church which is from one end of the world to the other.
Strengthen this holy house until the end of the world.

Remember, O Lord,
those who love us and those who hate us,
those who have asked us to pray for them,
and those whom we have forgotten because of our human weakness.

Remember, O Lord,
your good earth, with all its wonders, home to all creatures.

Remember, O Lord,
all who have died. Grant them rest in the place of light, 
where there is no sickness, sorrow, or sighing.

Make us all worthy of your kingdom,
through the grace and love of your Son,
with whom you are blessed, together with your all-holy, good, and life-giving Spirit, now and always and unto the ages of ages.
Amen.

(The Liturgy of St. James: 4th century CE) 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Let us pray:
Our Father in Heaven
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
are yours, now and forever. Amen.

(Matthew 6:9-13: 1st century CE)
Invitation to the Offering

One practical way of responding to God’s love is to contribute money to help others in need.

We are, each of us, the gift of God in the world. 
Let us give of ourselves in joy.

Our offering will now be received.

*Prayer of Dedication

We bring our offerings to God and pray that they might be used wisely.

God of great compassion, 
may what we give here be hope in the world. 
May we each be gifts of love in the world. 
Amen.

*A Hymn of Commissioning TIS690 Beauty for brokenness 

1. Beauty for brokenness
hope for despair,
Lord, in your suffering,
this is our prayer.
Bread for the children,
justice, joy, peace,
sunrise to sunset
your kingdom increase.

2. Shelter for fragile lives,
cures for their ills,
work for the craftsman,
trade for their skills;
land for the dispossessed,
rights for the weak;
voices to plead the cause
of those who can't speak.

God of the poor,
friend of the weak,
give us compassion we pray;
melt our cold hearts,
let tears fall like rain.
Come, change our love
from a spark to a flame.

3. Refuge from cruel wars,
havens from fear,
cities for sanctuary,
freedoms to share,
peace to the killing-fields,
scorched earth to green;
Christ for the bitterness,
his cross for the pain.

4. Rest for the ravaged earth,
oceans and streams,
plundered and poisoned,
our future, our dreams.
Lord, end our madness,
carelessness, greed;
make us content with
the things that we need.

God of the poor,
friend of the weak,
give us compassion we pray;
melt our cold hearts,
let tears fall like rain.
Come, change our love
from a spark to a flame.

5. Lighten our darkness,
breathe on this flame
until your justice burns 
brightly again;
until the nations
learn of your ways,
seek your salvation
and bring you their praise.
God of the poor,
friend of the weak,
give us compassion we pray;
melt our cold hearts,
let tears fall like rain.
Come, change our love
from a spark to a flame.


LIFE AND MINISTRY OF OUR COMMUNITY

We share news about our life together in community.


WE GO IN FAITH 

 Our worship together now moves from this service and this place out into our hours and our days.

We continue to make community amongst us by hearing the Blessing, passing the peace and moving to the hall to share tea, coffee, and conversation.

If you are visiting with us, we invite you to join us this morning. 
If you need to go, we understand. 

You may wish to sign our visitors’ book as you leave.


*Affirmation 

An affirmation expresses things we believe are true. We speak it aloud 
to remind ourselves of our calling and to embed it in our lives.

We believe
that every human being is made in the image and likeness of God 
and possesses a dignity and value which can never be taken away. 

We believe
that as children of the one God 
we are one family with mutual responsibility for each other


(Cardinal Basil Hume: late 20th century CE)


*Passing the Peace 

We send each other out into our day in peace.

Peace be with you. And also with you

*Blessing

The Blessing reassures us that God is with us.

Go forth into the world in peace;
be of good courage;
hold fast that which is good;
render to no one evil for evil;
strengthen the faint-hearted;
support the weak;
help the afflicted;
honour all people;
love and serve the Lord,
rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

(St. Chrysostom, The Anglican Book of Common Prayer: 20th century CE)

Choral Amen TiS 783 (ii) 

*Processing the Bible 
Please remain standing as you are able for the processing of the Bible.

Postlude 
Before we go, we invite you to sit in contemplation as we hear the Postlude.




Sources used in worship today as noted through worship booklet. 
Music reproduced with permission licenses #604419-A, OneLicense,
 and #496838&#352810, CCLI. Images. Page 1: Gospel of John from the Book of Kells, c. 800 CE (Public Domain). Page 6: Olive Trees, Vincent van Gogh, 1889, from the Metropolitan Museum of www.metmuseum.org (Met Open Access/Public Domain)


Scots Church Adelaide is an inclusive community, committed to creating a safe space for worship and participation.



REMINDER
STEWARDSHIP SUNDAY
TODAY
Sunday 27th September 2026







Lunch with Friends at Scots
[image: ]

Thursday 1st of October

12.00pm – 2.00pm
McGregor Hall

Please BYO Lunch, Tea & Coffee Provided

All Welcome!


















Donations for the Nepal Flood Relief will be gratefully accepted.
Please place in the envelopes provided
All donations will be forwarded on.

[image: NZFMC Nepal Flood Relief Appeal - Givealittle]


About Scots Church Adelaide

Scots Church Adelaide began in 1851, formed by local supporters of the Free Church, a reform movement in the Church of Scotland that opposed political control of the church and engaged with the social changes of the 1800s, including industrialisation and urbanisation.  

The church was originally named after the leader of the movement, Thomas Chalmers. 

In 1865, Chalmers Free Church joined congregations of the Church of Scotland, the United Presbyterians, and the Free Church to form the Presbyterian Church of South Australia. 

In 1929, the Chalmers congregation amalgamated with the Presbyterian congregation in Flinders St and took the name Scots Church Adelaide. After the church building in Flinders St was demolished, items including the organ, windows and plaques were installed in Scots Church, and the Flinders St stonework was re-used as facing for our office block. 

In 1977, most of the Presbyterian Church of Australia joined with the Methodist Church of Australasia and the Congregational Church of Australia to form the Uniting Church in Australia. So, Scots Church Adelaide became a Uniting Church congregation.

Over the years, the congregation has supported many social initiatives. Today, Scots continues its commitment to the city community as a neighbour and place open to all. We host community organisations, including the SA Jazz Archive and The Big Issue. Our facilities are available for use by other community groups.

The building is the second oldest church still standing in the city. The current ministers are Rev Paul Turley, Minister of the Congregation, and Rev Jill Lienert, Minister for Community Connections. Worship services are held at 10.30am each Sunday.






SCOTS CHURCH ADELAIDE
Uniting Church in Australia
Kaurna Country 237 North Terrace, Adelaide
Ministers: Rev Paul Turley, Rev Jill Lienert
Phone 8223 1505  www.scotschurch.org
[image: ] www.facebook.com/scotschurchadelaide
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